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Skills Worksheet

Ch. 3 Sect. 1 DR

Section: What Is Climate?

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.

Climate Vs. Weather


1.
What kind of conditions vary from day to day?


a.
climate


b.
weather


c.
latitude


d.
biome


2.
What is the average weather condition in an area over a long period of time called?


a.
winter


b.
temperature


c.
climate


d.
wind

Latitude


3.
What does latitude measure?


a.
tilt of the Earth’s axis


b.
heat from the sun


c.
distance from the equator


d.
air temperatures

Directed Reading B continued
Solar Energy and Latitude

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


4.
Why is the temperature at the equator warmer than the temperature at the poles?


a.
The sun hits it directly.


b.
It has more trees.


c.
It gets less solar heat.


d.
It has a higher latitude.

Seasons and Latitude


5.
What causes seasons?


a.
the equator


b.
cold weather at the poles


c.
tilt of the Earth’s axis


d.
shorter days

Prevailing Winds


6.
What are prevailing winds?


a.
winds from the ocean


b.
winds from the desert


c.
dry winds


d.
winds that blow mainly from one direction

Directed Reading B continued
Mountains

Read the words in the box. Read the sentences. Fill in each blank with the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

	Windward
	elevation
	

	rain shadow
	temperature
	precipitation



7.
The height of an object above sea level is called______________________.


8.
A mountain can influence an area’s climate. It can affect the area’s ______________________and______________________.


9.
The land on the______________________ side of a mountain range is often green and lush.


10.
One side of a mountain range is often drier because it is in a(n)______________________.

Large Bodies of Water

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


11.
How does a large body of water affect nearby land?


a.
The land is hotter.


b.
The land is colder.


c.
Temperature changes are more sudden.


d.
Temperature changes are less sudden.


12.
Parts of Michigan could have 350 inches of snow in one year. What is the cause?


a.
dry air over the Great Lakes


b.
the Gulf Stream


c.
moist air from the Great Lakes


d.
many mountains

Directed Reading B continued
Ocean Currents

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


13.
There are streamlike movements of water on top of the ocean. What are they called?


a.
waves


b.
surface currents


c.
Gulf Stream


d.
Great Lakes


14.
What is the current that flows northward off the east coast of North America and past Iceland?


a.
Greenland


b.
Arctic Circle


c.
Gulf Stream


d.
Lake Michigan


15.
How does the Gulf Stream affect the climate of Iceland?


a.
It makes it colder.


b.
It causes more storms.


c.
It makes the climate milder.


d.
It makes the weather severe.

Climates of the World


16.
Why do different parts of the world have such different animals?


a.
Animals adapt to one climate.


b.
Animals cannot travel.


c.
Climate does not affect animals.


d.
Plants cannot live in arctic areas.

Directed Reading B continued
Climate Zones

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


17.
Which of the following describes a biome?


a.
warm weather


b.
cold arctic air


c.
one kind of climate


d.
many climates

Use the map below to answer questions 18 through 20. Read the words. Then, draw a line from the dot next to each word to the matching letter on the map.

	
18.
Temperate


19.
Polar


20.
Tropical
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