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Section: Severe Weather

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


1.
What is weather that can hurt people and damage property called?


a.
thunder


b.
atmospheric condition


c.
cold front


d.
severe weather

Thunderstorms


2.
What conditions produce a thunderstorm?


a.
cold air near Earth, and an unstable atmosphere


b.
warm, moist air near Earth, and an unstable atmosphere


c.
warm, moist air near Earth


d.
an unstable atmosphere


3.
Which of the following best describes a thunderstorm?


a.
a snowstorm


b.
cold showers and wind


c.
a brief heavy storm with winds, rain, lightning, and thunder


d.
just lightning and thunder


4.
Which kind of cloud makes a thunderstorm?


a.
stratus


b.
cirrus


c.
cumulus


d.
cumulonimbus
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Lightning

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


5.
What is lightning?


a.
sound waves


b.
an electric discharge between two positively charged areas


c.
an electric discharge between a negatively charged area and a positively charged area


d.
an electric discharge between two negatively charged areas

Read the words in the box. Read the sentences. Fill in each blank with the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

	thunder
	lightning
	



6.
The sound caused by air rapidly expanding along an electrical strike is called ______________________


7.
The electric discharge between two clouds is called ______________________

Severe Thunderstorms

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


8.
Which of the following is NOT a danger during a thunderstorm?


a.
flash floods


b.
hail


c.
tornadoes


d.
thunder

Directed Reading B continued
Tornadoes

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


9.
What is a tornado?


a.
a small, spinning air column that touches the ground


b.
rapid expansion of air


c.
brief, heavy storm


d.
sudden, severe thunderstorm


10.
How does a tornado begin?


a.
The air is cool and dry.


b.
A funnel cloud touches ground.


c.
Winds make a layer of air spin.


d.
Lightning releases energy.

Twists of Terror


11.
Why do tornadoes in the United States happen in the spring and early summer?


a.
Moist air arrives from Canada.


b.
Days are longer and warmer.


c.
Cool Canadian air meets warm tropical air.


d.
There are few thunderstorms.


12.
What makes tornadoes so dangerous?


a.
flooding


b.
strong spinning winds


c.
thunder and lightning


d.
heavy rain

Directed Reading B continued
Hurricanes

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


13.
Which of the following best describes a hurricane?


a.
spinning column that touches the ground


b.
rotating tropical storm with winds of 120 km/h


c.
funnel cloud


d.
thunderstorm

Read the words in the box. Read the sentences. Fill in each blank with the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

	cyclone
	typhoon
	hurricane



14.
The strongest storm on Earth is a ______________________.


15.
A severe tropical storm forming over the Indian Ocean is a ______________________.


16.
A rotating tropical storm in the western Pacific Ocean is a ______________________.

How a Hurricane Forms

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


17.
How does a hurricane begin?


a.
as large waves in the Pacific Ocean


b.
as rain in polar areas


c.
as a few tropical thunderstorms


d.
as high winds on land
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Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


18.
What does warm ocean water do to a hurricane?


a.
slows it down


b.
calms its winds


c.
makes it smaller


d.
gives it power

Read the description. Then, draw a line from the dot next to each description to the matching words.  WRITE THE LETTER ON THE LINE NEXT TO THE QUESTION NUMNBER.
	
19.
clouds that spin around the hurricane center


20.
cumulonimbus clouds that bring strong winds and heavy rain


21.
core of warm, calm air
	•

•

•
	
A.
eye


B.
eye wall


C.
rain bands




Damage Caused by Hurricanes

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


22.
What is a storm surge?


a.
strong winds


b.
a wall of water


c.
a low-pressure area


d.
heavy rain

Severe Weather Safety

Thunderstorm Safety


23.
Which is NOT safe during a thunderstorm?


a.
standing near a tree


b.
crouching on the ground


c.
staying away from water


d.
listening to the radio

Directed Reading B continued
Tornado Safety

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


24.
What does a tornado warning mean?


a.
A tornado will hit your area soon.


b.
The weather is right for a tornado.


c.
A tornado has been spotted.


d.
A tornado may hit tomorrow.

Flood Safety


25.
Which sentence about flash floods is true?


a.
There may be little warning.


b.
They are always very deep.


c.
They happen only along coasts.


d.
They are not dangerous.

Hurricane Safety


26.
What is the most important way to stay safe in a hurricane?


a.
Store food and water.


b.
Leave your home.


c.
Board up your windows.


d.
Do not go outside.

Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.

Holt Science and Technology
29
Understanding Weather


