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Skills Worksheet

Ch 2 Sect 2 DR

Section: Air Masses and Fronts

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


1.
What causes the weather to change?


a.
Temperatures go up.
c.
Clouds appear.


b.
Air masses move and meet.
d.
The air gets more moisture.

Air Masses

Read the words in the box. Read the sentences. Fill in each blank with the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

	air mass
	source region
	



2.
A large body of air with similar temperature and moisture content is a(n) ______________________.


3.
An example of a(n) ______________________ is the Gulf of Mexico.

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


4.
What does the symbol on a weather map tell about an air mass?


a.
shape and mass


b.
moisture content and temperature


c.
age and size


d.
temperature and size


5.
What is an air mass with the symbol m T like?


a.
wet and cold


b.
wet and warm


c.
dry and cold


d.
dry and warm

Directed Reading B continued
Cold Air Masses

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


6.
Where does an air mass bringing very cold winter weather to the northern United States come from?


a.
North Pacific Ocean


b.
southwestern United States


c.
Gulf of Mexico


d.
Canada

Warm Air Masses


7.
Which air mass brings hurricanes to the East Coast of the United States?


a.
maritime polar


b.
continental tropical


c.
continental polar


d.
maritime tropical

Fronts


8.
What is the boundary between different air masses called?


a.
a front


b.
a source region


c.
severe weather


d.
condensation


9.
What happens when two air masses from different areas meet?


a.
They usually mix together.


b.
The warm air mass rises.


c.
The cold air rises above the warm air.


d.
They always remain apart.

Directed Reading B continued
Cold Front

Read the description. Then, draw a line from the dot next to each description to the matching words.

	
10.
Warm, less dense air moves over cold, denser air.


11.
A cold air mass meets a warm air mass.


12.
A warm air mass is caught between two colder air masses.


13.
Cold air moves under less dense warm air, pushing the warm air up.


	•


•


•


•
	
a.
cold front


b.
warm front


c.
occluded front


d.
stationary front



	
14.
drizzly rain; then, clear warm weather


15.
many days of cloudy wet, weather


16.
thunderstorms; heavy rain or snow


17.
cool temperatures; large amounts of rain and snow


	•

•

•

•
	
a.
cold front


b.
warm front


c.
occluded front


d.
stationary front




Air pressure and weather

Cyclones

Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


18.
What kind of air pressure does a cyclone have?


a.
lower pressure than surrounding areas


b.
a high pressure center


c.
sinking air


d.
dense

Directed Reading B continued
Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.


19.
What kinds of winds does a cyclone have?


a.
calm winds


b.
winds pushing upward


c.
winds that spiral toward the center


d.
winds that spiral out of the center

Anticyclones


20.
What kind of pressure does an anticyclone have?


a.
an area with no pressure


b.
an area of low pressure


c.
both high and low pressure


d.
a high-pressure center


21.
What kind of wind does an anticyclone have?


a.
calm winds


b.
winds pushing upward


c.
winds that spiral toward the center


d.
winds that spiral out of the center

Cyclones, Anticyclones, and Weather


22.
Why does a cyclone bring stormy weather?


a.
Air sinks and gets moist.


b.
Winds spiral and cause hurricanes.


c.
Air rises and forms clouds and rain.


d.
Cold air masses meet.
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